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REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 


The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices located in major 


cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a news or feature story provided 


through this service--or have a direct news inquiry--you may contact one of the offices 


listed below. 


Public Information Directors and the states in their regions: 


Region I.eeeeeeeedJOhn M. Chavez 
Room 1001-B 

JFK Federal Bldg. 
Boston, MA 02203 
617-223-6767 


Connect icut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 





Region II......-eEdward I. Weintraub 
Room 3580 
1515 Broadway 
New York, NY 
212-944-3435 


New Jersey 

New York 
Puerte Rico 
Virgin Islands 


10036 


Region III.......John P. Hord 
Room 2460 


Delaware 3535 Market Street 

District of Philadelphia, PA 19104 
Columbia 215-596-1139 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 


West Virginia 


REGiON [Veceeeeee Frances Ridgway 
Room 317 
Alabama 1371 Peachtree St., N.E. 


Atlanta, GA 30309 
404-881-4495 


Florida 
Georgia 
Mississippi 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 


Tennessee 
Kentucky 
REGION Viceeeeeenr John D. Mellott 
Room 772 
Illinois 230 S. Dearborn Street 
Indiana Chicago, IL 60604 
Michigan 312-353-6976 
Minnesota 
Ohio 


Wisconsin 


This listing includes the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the 





REGION Vi.ceceeeee ---Les Gaddie 

Room 220 
Arkansas 555 Griffin Sq. Bldg. 
Louisiana Griffin and Young Sts. 
New Mexico Dallas, TX 75202 
Oklahoma 214-/67-4776 
Texas 


Region VII.. 


lowa 
Kansas 
Missouri 
Nebraska 


Region VIII. 


Colorado 
Montana 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Utah 


Region IX... 


Arizona 
California 
Hawaii 
Nevada 


Region X.... 


Alaska 
Idaho 
Oregon 
Washington 


Patrick A. Hand 
Room 2509 

Federal Office Bidg. 
911 Walnut St. 


Kansas City, MO 64106 
316-374-503) 


Ernest E. Sanchez 
Room 1468 

Federal Bldg. 
1961 Stout St. 
Denver, CO 80294 


303-837-4235 





Joe B. Kirkbride 

Room 11201 

Federal Bldg. 

450 Golden Gate Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
475-556-3423 — 


Jack Strickland 
Room 7021 

Federal Office Bldg. 
909 First Ave. 
Seattle, WA 98174 


* 206-442-7620 
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Week of November 2, 1981 
DONOVAN ASKS LABOR COOPERATION 
ON REGULATORY REFORM 

WASHINGTON -- Secretary of Labor Raymond J. Donovan urged organized labor 
“not to dissipate its attention and energy fighting to save every counterproductive 
clause in every piece of legislation." 

Referring to labor law regulations being reviewed by the Labor Department under 
President Reagan's regulatory reform program, Donovan said, in remarks prepared for 
delivery before the AFL-CIO Building Trades Department convention in Atlantic City, 
NeJe: 

"We are not gutting any essential programs. We are not removing any essential 
protections. We are simply making programs less burdensome and less costly, both 
for the department and for the firms that must comply with them." 

Removing burdensome and unessential regulations, Donovan declared, will let 
American companies compete more effectively. For construction workers, he said, a 
healthier American economy will mean more jobs. 

Donovan said the Labor Department is “doing away with unnecessary and 
counterproductive regulations, not programs." 

Donovan added that the Labor Department and the construction trades had worked 
together on changes in regulations and procedures under the Davis-Bacon Act that 
achieved "the protection of construction wages while still protecting the legitimate 
interests of American taxpayers.” 

He said the Labor Department under the Reagan Administration had fought against 
total repeal of the act, which requires the payment of prevailing wages on 
federally-financed construction projects. 

The Labor Secretary urged more cooperation, and less confrontation, among 
management, labor and consumer groups. He said this atmosphere will result in a more 


productive and more competitive American economy. 


# # # 








Week of November 2, 1981 


SOUTH CAROLINIAN NAMED TO 
VETERAN'S POST 


WASHINGTON -- President Reagan has announced his intention to nominate 
William Coskrey Plowden Jr.. to be assistant secretary of labor for veteran's 
employment. 

Since 1976, Plowden has been state director, Veterans Employment and 
Services (South Carolina). 

He was appointed to the Americanism Commission of the American Legion 
National Organization in 1961 and served as Americanism Chairman, State of 
South Carolina American Legion. 

He is a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Disabled 


American Veterans. 


Plowden served in World War II in the China Burma Theatre attaining the 
rank of lieutenant colonel and retired from the reserve as a full colonel in 1965. 


He graduated from the Citadel Military College (B.S., 1939). 


Plowden was born July 15, 1918 in New Zion, South Carolina. He is 


married, has three children, and resides in New Zion. 


# # # 


Week of November 2, 1981 


OPERATORS SHOULD BE ON GUARD 
FOR SEASONAL CHANGES IN COAL MINES 








WASHINGTON -- October through March has historically been the time when mine 
disasters occur. The U.S. Department of Labor's Mine Safety and Health Administration 
(MSHA) warns that immediate precautions should be taken to prevent mining accidents 
during this six-month period. 

With this goal in mind, beginning in 1971, MSHA has emphasized annually a 
fall-winter alert program designed to call special attention to the increased hazards 
during the winter months. 

Mining personnel should become familiar with the many problems that change 
mining conditions and increase the risk of disasters. Among these problems are 
methane gas, which becomes more difficult to control and increases the possibility 
of methane ignitions and mine explosions, underground mine surfaces which become 
drier and increase the possibility of mine fires and coal dust explosions, and 
changing air temperature and moisture conditions which can create adverse roof 


conditions. 


MSHA also warns operators to give particular attention to areas in the mine not 
frequently traveled; constructi Sites; wet areas; new roof areas; drift, slope 
and shaft areas; dusty roadways; and areas that have wet and damaged cables. 

Escapeways in mines should b aintained properly and workers should be 
instructed about escape routes and the use of lf- 

The main purpose of these efforts since the beginning of the fall-winter alert 


program is to reemphasize for mine workers and operators the critical importance 

of safe work practices and the need for extraordinary alertness at this time of year. 
"By paying particular attention to this six-month period and working together, 

the mining industry and MSHA can make the coal mine a safer place in which to work 

and reduce deaths and injuries," Joseph A. Lamonica, acting administrator for coal 


mine safety and health, said. 
# # # 





Week of November 2, 198] 


REAL EARNINGS IN SEPTEMBER 1981 

WASHINGTON -- Real gross average weekly earnings decreased 2.0 percent 
from August to September after allowance for the usual variation, the U.S. 
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reported. 

A 0.9 percent decrease in average weekly hours and no change in average 
hourly earnings accompanied a 1.1 increase in the Consumer Price Index for 
Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 

Preliminary real earnings figures for September cover full-time and part-time 
workers on production or nonsupervisory jobs in the private nonfarm sector of the 
American economy. 

Real earnings -- or earnings in constant dollars -- for September were 
calculated by adjusting earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 

Over the year, real average weekly earnings were down 2.9 percent. An 8.5 
percent increase in average hourly earnings was offset by a 0.8 percent decrease 
in average weekly hours and a 10.8 percent increase in the CPI-W. Before adjustment 
for changes in the CPI-W and seasonal change, average weekly earnings were $257.95 
in September compared with $239.69 a year earlier. 

Real spendable earnings -- average weekly earnings reduced by social security 
and federal income taxes applicable to a married worker with three dependents who 
earned the average amount and then deflated by changes in the CPI-W -- decreased 
1.9 percent from August, seasonally adjusted. Over the year, real spendable 
earnings were down 4.4 percent. 

The hourly earnings index in dollars of constant purchasing power was down 
0.9 percent from August to September. Compared with a year ago, the index was down 
1.6 percent. The index excludes the effects of overtime in manufacturing and 
interindustry shifts, such as the shift of workers between high-wage and low-wage 


industries. 


# # # 
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Week of November 2, 1981 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--SEPTEMBER 1981 

WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) rose 
1.0 percent before seasonal adjustment in September to 279.3 (1967=100), the 
U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced. 
The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerican Workers (CPI-W) 
increased 0.9 percent before seasonal adjustment in September to 279.1 (1967=100). 
The CPI-U was 11.0 percent higher and the CPI-W was 10.8 percent higher 
than in September 1980. 
CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)--Seasonally Adjusted Changes 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for All Urban Consumers rose 1.2 
percent in September, following increases of 0.8 percent in August and 1.2 percent 
in July. Advances in the housing, transportation, food and beverage, and other 
goods and services components were largely responsible for the acceleration in the 
September CPI. The medical care component increased substantially, but by less than 
in the prceding 2 months. The indexes for entertainment and apparel and upkeep 
also registered comparatively large increases. 


For the 3 months ended in September, the CPI-U rose at seasonally adjusted 


annual rate of 13.5 percent. This compares with increases of 9.6 percent in the 
iarter and 7.4 percent in the seco uarter. TI acceleration in } 
y er 
jqmo f ancina costs rosé ? per< ent, reflecting 
in increase of 2.5 percent in mortgage interest rates and 0.7 percent in house 
prices. Residential rent increased 0.8 percent in September, following a 1.2 percent 


increase in August. Other rental costs--lodging while out of town, lodging at 


school, and tenants' insurance--rose 3.5 percent, due to a sharp increase in lodging 


-more- 
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while at school. Prices for fuels and utilities advanced 1.0 percent as charges 
for natural gas, telephone services, and water and sewerage rose substantially. 

These increases were partially offset by declines in prices for fuel oil -- for 

the sixth consecutive month -- and in charges for electricity. The index for 


household furnishings and operations rose 0.4 percent, the same as in August. 

The 1.2 percent increase in the transportation component was the largest since 
February. Used car prices rose sharply for the fourth consecutive month and accounted for 
over one-half of the transportation increase. The index for new cars advanced U.6 percent in 
September, following an increase of V0.1 percent in August. Gasoline prices rose 0.6 percent, 
following seasonal adjustment, the first increase since March. Automobile maintenance and 
repair costs rose 1l.l percent. The index for public transportation advanced 0.8 percent in 
September, less than in recent months. 

The food and beverage component advanced 1.0 percent in September, following increases 
of 0.8 in July and U./7 percent in August. Prices for yrocery store foods increased 1.2 
percent, reflecting substantial increases in the prices for beef, pork, eggs, and fresh 
fruits. Partially offsetting these increases were declines in poultry and fresh vegetable 
prices. The other two components of the food and beverage index -- restaurant meals and 
alcoholic beverages -- increased 0.6 and 0.4 percent, respectively. 

The medical care index rose 0.9 percent in September, the ninth consecutive month in 
which this index increased 0.9 percent or more. Charges for hospital rooms increased 1.3 
percent in September, following large increases in each of the preceding 3 months. Charges 
for physicians', dentists’, and other professional services rose only 0.5 percent, the 
smallest increase this year. The index for wedical care commodities, which includes 
prescription and nonprescription drugs and medical supplies, increased U.6 percent. 

[The index for apparel and upkeep rose 0.6 percent in September, following an U.5 
percent increase in August. The continued introduction of higher priced fall and winter wear 


was largely responsible for the increase. 


-more- 
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The index for other goods and services registered a 1.8 percent increase. Higher 
charges for school tuition and fees -- up 9.8 percent -- and school books and supplies 
accounted for most of the increase. The index for entertainment rose 0.8 percent in 
September, largely due to a 2.8% percent increase in the index for magazines, periodicals, and 
books and a 1l./7 percent increase in fees for participant sports. 

CPI-U Experimental Measures 

September increases in the experimental CPI-U measures ranged from 0.8 to 1.2 percent, 
after seasonal adjustment. (See table C for monthly data on all alternative measures of 
homeownership.) The CPI-U All Items using rent substitution (X-1) increased 0.8 percent in 
September, following a 0.9 percent increase in August. In the third quarter, X-l rose at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 10.3 percent. This compares with increases of 11.5 percent 
and 5.7 percent in the first and second quarter, respectively. The CPI-U All Items using 
outlays with average interest costs (X-5) increased 0.9 percent in September, the same as in 
August. The 12-month changes in the all items indexes from September 1980 were 9.2 percent 


for the CPI-U, X-l, 9.8 percent for the CPI-U, X-5, and 11.0 percent for the CPI-U. 
CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W)--Seasonally Adjusted Changes 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
rose 1.l percent. The housing component rose 1.3 percent and accounted for about one-half of 
the September increase. Homeownership costs advanced 1.7 percent, reflecting a 2.5 percent 
increase in mortgage interest rates and a 0.6 percent increase in house prices. The index for 


rent rose U.S percent. The index for fuel and other utilities advanced 1.1 percent as charges 


for natural gas, telephone, and water and sewerage services rose sharply. The food and 
beverage component advanced U.9 percent in September. Grocery store foods rose 1.0 percent, 
primarily due to sharp increases in beef, pork, eggs, and fresh fruits. The transportation 


component increased 1.2 percent as used car prices rose sharply for the fourth consecutive 
month. Apparel prices rose 0.4 percent in September, and the index for medical care increased 
U.9 percent. The indexes for entertainment and other goods and services rose 0.6 and 1.4 


percent, respectively, in September. 
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Week of November 2, 1981 


CONSUMER PRICES: ENERGY AND FOOD--SEPTEMBER 1981 

WASHINGTON -- The September price for all types of gasoline was $1.387, 
the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reported in releasing 
the average retail prices for energy and food for September 1981. These average 
prices are collected by BLS in conjunction with the Consumer Price Index. 

September prices of leaded regular gasoline averaged $1.305; unleaded 
regular, $1.376; and leaded premium, $1.458. In the 28 cities for which gasoline 
prices are published, prices for all types of gasoline averaged highest in 
Honolulu and Anchorage and lowest in Kansas City and Minneapolis. 

The average price per gallon of fuel oi] decreased to $1.239 for September. 
In the 16 cities for which fuel oil] prices are published, the price per gallon 
averaged highest in Buffalo and lowest in Portland, Oregon, and Minneapolis. 


Electricity and Natural Gas 


The U.S. average price for 500 KWH was $36.273, down 22.3 cents for September. 
The September price for 40 therms was $20.529, 69.3 cents higher than August. The 
average price for 100 therms was $47.860, $1.938 higher than August. 
Food 


Price changes for food were almost evenly divided in September as the U.S. 


average price increased for 43 items, decreased for 42 items, and was unchanged for 
it é } we tl vid ra ( 
! ignet and rice € 
Hamt Irgey rolls were U] tne OST in price, advancing 0.4 cents, wi ile 
grain, precooked rice prices were down the most, dropping 2 cents. 
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs were closely divided as 15 items increased in 


price and 14 items decreased. Grade AA large eggs led the items which rose in price, 
climbing 7.2 cents while T-bone steak prices experienced the sharpest decline, 


falling 6.2 cents. 
-more- 
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Fruits and vegetables were equally divided as 12 items rose in price and 
the same number fell. The greatest increase was recorded for fresh peaches, 
up 15.8 cents, and the most significant decrease was for sweet peppers, down 12.3 
cents. 

Price declines outnumbered price advances for dairy products by a four to 
one margin. Low fat milk experienced the largest price decrease, moving 
1.1 cents lower. Ice cream moved up the most at 2.8 cents. 

More price decreases than increases were also recorded for other foods at 
home with nine changes for the former and six for the latter. Coffee prices 
continued the decline which has prevailed during most months over the past year 
with the sharpest drop occurring for freeze dried instant coffee in 3.1 to 
9 ounce jars,down 9.4 cents. The most significant price rise was noted for 


hard candy, up 1.2 cents. 





Week of November 2, 1981 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


In 1933 Frances Perkins became the first woman Secretary of Labor and the 
first woman cabinet officer, according to a publication of the U.S. Department 
of Labor. She was also the first Secretary of Labor to not belong to a union 


and the first to have a college education. 


The first May Day demonstration was held in 1886 as approximately 
340,000 workers rallied for an eight-hour day in various cities, according to 
"Labor Firsts in America," a publication of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


Beginning in 1890, such demonstrations became annual! events. 


# #4 


In 1825, the United Tailoresses Society of New York became the first 
women's labor organization in a trade. Later that year, this organization 
conducted the first strike by a women's labor organization, according to 


"Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Department of Labor publication. 


The first state legislation requiring factory inspections was in 


Massachusetts in 1879, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a publication 


of the U.S. Department of Labor. 











